Chronic disease in children. A cross-sectional perspective based on an analysis of the Australian Morbidity and Treatment Survey (AMTS) 1990-1991.
To investigate general practitioner's (GPs) involvement in childhood chronic disease care. An analysis of GP consultations which involved chronic childhood disease, using the national AMTS survey of encounter morbidity and treatments. Almost 16% of childhood encounters included a chronic disease diagnosis. Asthma accounted for 50%. Major reasons for encounter included: common respiratory and other childhood problems; prescriptions; and immunisation. Chronic disease encounters had multiple diagnoses with high levels of continuity. Specialist referral (but not referral to other agencies) was common. Psychosocial and general physical care were rarely recorded in these encounters. General practitioners provide the broad range of care for children with chronic conditions. Interpretation of possible gaps is problematic because the study represents a cross-sectional picture of longitudinal care. However, with the current coordinated care reforms, it is imperative that GPs reappraise and demonstrate the extent of their involvement in all aspects of chronic care.